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MENORANDUM FOR B.i'.o / /

Col., G, F. Lillard:

1. The Combat Company, Western Lanso Troops lMovement Infantry Regi=
ment, Laneo Military Sector, Fighting Bolo Battalion Unit, United States
Army Forces in the Philippines, consisting of approximately 71 members,
has not been favorably considered, Iio members have previously been recog-
nized,

2, This unit does not fulfill the requirements of the five basic points
for recognition. (See attached Team Leader's Report),

3, No useful purpose will be accomplisted by further investigation of
this unit,

4o There are no members worthy of recognition and it is doubtful that
any casuelties occurred as a result of the activities with the unit,

C_&Pt- « L. Mort — 7,
VA A
Concur: Major C, H. Wentz
Actg Chief, Unit Brané?:?{
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¥r, Macalangcom Ditms ) / 2 APR 1947
Uatu; Lanao, Iliulanao ; / ;
Philippines

Dear Mr., Ditma:

The Commanding Genmeral has directed that you be informed that
the Combet Company, Western Lanao Troops Movement Infantry Regiment,
Lanao Military Sector, Fighting Bolo Battalion Unit, United States
Army Forces in the Philippines, purporting to be a guerrilla organi=
zation under your mominal contrel, is not favorably. considered for
recognition as an element of the Philippine Army.,

A set of gemeral requirements for guerrilla recognition, estab-
lished by General MacArthur during the liberation of the Philippines,
hus been used as a guide in considering the record of this unit,
After careful investigation and full consideration of all substantia-
ting records and testimony of witnesses having pertinent knowledge,
recognition of this guerrilla unit is not deemed to be warranted be-
cause of reasons memtioned belows ;

fe Reeord of service was not uubstantiataﬁ by sufficient
auueptablo evidence.,

| ¥ Tho unit was not maintu:lnsd aatisfact.orily in the field
in opposition to the ememy,

o. Act:lvitiaa of the wit did not contribute nmaterially
te the eventual defeat of the enemy. -

d. 4 definite organization was not established.

e. Adequate records were not meintsined (hames, ranks, dates

of enlistment or joining, datss of promotions, and necansanr x-ela'hod
information). K,

£, Unit did not show satisfactory conumzy & ut&v@ty
and organization. : g, &3

‘gs Members of the unit did not dwote theii‘«'-‘ onttje effort

to military activities in the field to the emlusiun of noml ch:llm

occupation and family ebligations,

‘.._ .‘;-ﬂ"-" L
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Your attention is invited to Presidentisl Executive Order Ho.
68, Commonwealth of the Philippines, copy of which is ettached
for amy necessary ection in eonnection therewith,

B'lmmly,_
1 Incl: ; e e ey ‘
Executive Order No. 68 - T . THOMAS J. BROWN
dtd 26 sept 45 CWO, USA
. ASST ADJ GEN

Ccol, Ge Fo Lﬂm'

1., The Combat Company, Western lLanso Troops Hovement Infantry Regie
ment, Lamao Military Seetor, Fighting Bolo Battalion Unit, United States
drmy Forces in the Philippines, consisting ef approximately 71 members,
has not been favorably considered. No members have previously been recoge
ni’d. i ) 3 3 B

2. This unit does net fulfill the requirements of the five basie points
for recognition. (Sec attached Team Leader's Report), - LEENERRC

3. No useful purpose will be sccomplisted by further lnvestigation of
this unit, - : :

4+ There are no menbers worthy of recegnition and 1t is deubiful thet
any casusltles ocourred as a result of the setivities with the unit,
Capt. R, L. Morton

Coneuwr; WMajor C. H. Wentzell
dotg Chief, Unit Branmch
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o 2 Deer Mr. Ditmas : _ ,
,—;z The Cosnsnding General has directed that you be informed that
- o the Combat Company, Western Lanso Troops Movement Infantry Regiment,
R Lango Militery Sector, Fighting Bolo Battalion Unit, United States

- Army Forcee in the Philippinas, purporting to be s puerrilla organi=

i3 gation under your neminal eontrol; is not favorably comsidered for
9 recognition ag an element of the Fhilippire Army.

4 set of gemersl requirements for guerrills recognition, estab-
lished by Gemeral Macirthur during the liberatlon of the Philippines,
has been used ss.a gulde in econsidering the vecerd of this unit,
After careful investigation and full consideration of all subsgtantis-
ting records and testimony of witnesses having pertinent knowledge,
recognition of this guerrillas urdt is not deemed to be warranted be-
cause of reasons mentiened belows

8, Record of service was riet: substantiated by auﬁ'iciont

tern Lanao Trps-liovement Inf

-
(o]
Q
=)
S
ch rdg : acceptable I"iﬂlncl'
O =
g 5 ' The unit wes mot mlntd.nod utufaetorﬂ;,« in the field
2y in oppuition to the emefiy, : '
533 : o, Activities of the m\it did not contribute uterially
e to the eventusl defeat of the emeny, :
et o
® 55& A d. & definite ccrganiutim was not established.
E”“:‘ e. ldequate records were not maintaived (nuea, ranks, dates
: g of enlistmént or joining, dates of prelb‘kions, and necausry related -
§}§ . :lnromtion). :
}33 £, Unit did not show uthfutury continuity of aetivity
3 34 and orgenizstion.
- fap A g mammﬁmwx deiobe Bhotr entive effort
e %6 military activities in the nou to the m:».u&m of. mm}. eivilien
53';;_ ‘otcupation and family .bup N ¥ b}\ AN :
: o A AL
: § e ‘q‘-"i "? \J{
. [r*~.' o
§ -
alal

r "Z‘rr'rr"v

R = .s

£dog :{oaqewoo'naosa

oeJ/l'm_ Ly ady 1

0EC 0 Yol



—

[ !7_7_ y s AT e R 1 : T ; 3 A
DECLASSIFIED ] o § fdrd
| f f'luthfprity NNQ%&ﬁD‘-\@ ; ‘ T :

Your attention is Invited to Presidentisl Executive Order Fo.
68, Commonwealth of the Philippives, copy of which is atiached,
for any necessary action in mﬁ_n_‘ therewith, - . .o

: 51"!"‘“! '
Executive Order Ko, 68 ' - 'THOMAS ). BROWHN
dtd 26 sSept 45 : CWO, USA
Y, ; ; AssT ADJ GEN

‘Col, G. Fa Lillerds

. 1, The Combat Compeny, Western Lanso Ircops Movement Infeniry Regis

ment, Lanso Military Seetor, Fighting Bolo Pattslion Unii, United States

drmy Forces in the Philippines, consisting of .approximately 71 members,

:;::t been favorably considered, Ko members have previously been receg- -
- % 2 e

2, This vnit does mot fulfill the requirements of the five besic points
for recognition. ' (See attached Teanm Leaderis Report). . ¥

3. Wo useful purpose will be aceemplisted by furtiier investigation of
this unit, yo.. : 4 : ;

_ 4s There ave no meubers worthy of recognition and 1t 1s doubtful fhat -
any casualties occurred as & result of the activities with the unit,
Capt. Rs L. Norton :

Concurs Najor G. Hy Wentsmell
' dectg Chief, Unit Branch
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Report on the Lanszo Mlitery Sector, Fighting Dolo Bezttzlion

Unit, United States Army Forces in the Philiggines

1, The following report conceyns the overzll connznd of - the
Leneo Militery Sector, Fishting Uolo Battelion Unit, United States
4rmy Forces in the Philippines, consisting of epproximetely 128
difforent units. 4 perticl list of tho lerger units sre listed
in persgreph 3 belows The Lenco lilitery Sector, Fighting Dolo
Bettelion Unit, (IMS, FLBU, USLFIP), 1s zlso known as the F.ght-
ing Dlade Vespons Division" and the "Fighting Blood Yeepon Divi-
sion'e 4 physiccl investigstion of the unitiin the ficld wes not
mede nor considerzd neccsscry or desireble, but the commending
officor end other porsons heving pertinent knowledze of the unit's
cetivities were contectcd oithor personslly or by correspondence,
The stctenents of those contzcted, cnd & complete study of the
records of the unit, ero reflected in the findings.

2. & fow of the subordinsto units of the Fighting 3lede
Yloepons Division hzve becn previously end scperctely not fevor-
ebly considered feor recognition by this hcedquerters, It wes
considered et thet time thet those units verc only independent
"Bolo Units", When this overzll cormsnd wes studicd, thesc units
were included for rcconsiderction., This reoport will support the
provious discussion 6f thosc subordinste units of the Fighting
Blede Wecpons Division, cnd =t the scme time teke into. consideres-
tion the overell commznd and other subordinctc units of thet
comnend, now pending under reoguest for recognition,

3« The following is = pertiszl list of subordinste units
comprising the Lenzo Militery Scctor, Fighting Delo Dettslion
Unit, United Stctes irmy Forces in the Philippiness :

First Coastal Hegiment
Third Cozst:zl Regiment
Forth Cocstzl Reginent
First Boloec Regiment

Second Besak Regincent

Third Dasck Reginent

First Unecyan Regiment

First Sepsrate Regimont
liestern Lenoo Treop Movement
Uplznd Infentry Reginent
Western Lenso Scperzte Specizl Dn
Bolo Battelions

Seperote Dettslions and Compenios
Spceicl Dettelions end Compenics
Attached Dettelions and Compenics:
Provisionegl Bettclicns

/
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&s Prior to the errivel of the Jepancse inveding Forfes
on Mindenzo, Brigedier Genersl Guy O, Fort, commending the 8lst
Division, USAFFE, Lanso Militeary Sector, orgesnized the "Bolo
Battalion," for the purpese of eiding the 8lst Division. The
missions of the Bolo Battslion were zs followss:

(1) Guarding the beaches in order to give
timely warning in cese of cnemy lendings,

(2) Zcting cs Labor Bettelions vhen so desired,
(3) Guerding bridges end roads.

(4) Guerding emmunitions, supplics end other
militery instellations.

(5) Suppressing fifth column ectivitics.

be The "Lenso Militery Sector" was divided into four
units. Eech unit wes composed of severzl groups or compenics,
&8s meny &s there werc municipelities or municipel districts in
the unit. Each group or company wes commended by & Senior
Leader, usuelly the Msyor of the municipality or municipsl dis-
trict, and two other leaders secledted from the group or company.
Each Bolo Bzttalion Unit was commended by z Unit Commander; the
four Bolo Battalion Units which comprised the "Lenso Militery
Soctor" were commended by Sector Commander, supposcdly an
officer of the USAFFE,

ce On 21 Mey 1942, six deys prior to the surrcnder of
the 8lst Division, Genersl Fort ordered Dstu Busren Kelew to
toke commend of the entirc Blade Weepons Forces (Fighting Bolo
Battelion Units), which were then extcnded slong the coast from
Iligan to Csbueno Barracks znd on the Leke=Shore of Leke Lanso.
On 27 Mey 1942, thc 8lst Division, USAFFE, surrendered, cnd throe
deys later Detu Busran Kelaw rcorgenized the Bolo Dattclions.
"To this orgenizstion, everybody was pernitted to join-members
of the former Bole Battslions, ex-USAFFE, Civil Governmcnt
employces" = Numbrous compenies, bettelions snd regiments were
crgenized, until &1l the regions of Lenao, not occupied by the
Japznese werc covereds The orgonization wes partly completed on
31 fugust 1942, and consisted of epproximstely ten (10) regiments,
saveral scperate, specizl provisional, combct, snd ettsched
battalions end compenies, with & total strength of approximetely
35,000 officors end men,

de The activities of the unit consisted primerily in
continuing civil and military government and thc cere and
protection of civiliens: A fow cleimed skirmishes with the
Jepenese cre discussed in more deteil in the findings of this
report,
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¢ On or chbout Decembor 1942, Lt Col Hedges, comnending
officér of the 108th Division, 10th MD, begen to orgenized the
Moros into the Meranco Militis Porces, (MIF). Dstu Busren Kelsw
end approximctely 8,000 members of the Bolo Battslion Units were
inducted inte this unit; and were subsequently recognized zs the
lerenzo Militis Force (IiF) of the 108th Division, 10th liilitsry
District.,

f. For further infermetion relsting to the &lleged
histery of the Lenzo Militery Scctor, Fighting Holo Battelion
Unit, United Stctes irmy Forces in the Philippines, sec attsched
unit files,

5. FINDINGS:

cs The following persons were interviewed or questicned
by letter and their stctoments ere rofledted in the findings:
Gen Calixto Duque « o o« o « « D G/S, HP4, formslly C/S
8lst Div, USLFTE
CO0, LS, FBDU, USLiFIP
CO, 10th lilitery Dist
£n imericen educstor in
Lanso
G-2 of Bolo Bettslion
bomber of unit, lster
Jjoined ITF, recognized
with 10th MD
Datu Mengode Meulsna o o . . liember of unit, but docs
net know position
Mern RKOMEYESL aveleite oie fons " n "
Dotu Derengine Dismpucn o o o €O, Dizmsc Islem Unit
Mejor Fo My Hetes o o o & o o CO, Philippine Militis
Torces, and letor recog-
nized with IMF
Foderico Seglemet o+ o o« o o o M ] L e L
Mejor Gebcl o o o o o o o o » Ex O to G4, HPi, formslly
i C/S-G-2, Blst Div, USiFFE
Recognized Moro with 10th
1D
Henmber of Philippine Mili-
tia Forces of Mindzneo &
Sulu

Detu Busren Kalew + o6 o »
Colifly We Fartig , & ' « »
Bdward Ma Kuder . o e o 2 s

Datu Mengode o o o o o o o
Lt Menlabe 48UER o o o o

Antonio PEca 3 o o w vos o8

2lPredo QUILban ¢ i e o s e

b, Records of service were nct substantizted by sufficicnt
ccecptable evidence., The Lenso Militery Sector, #33U, US.FIP, end
its subordinate units, as proscnted for recognition, wzs not in cny
sensec & well-orgenized guorrille unit., Prior te the surrender of
the 8lst Division, USAFFE, the Dolo Dcttzlions were used by Generel
Tort zs "Bolo Units", "Farmer Bettzlions", znd YLebor Battalions".
iccording to the "Guerrills Resistence lovements in the Philippines",
& collection of monogrcphs previously publishod by the Philippine
Sub-Section, G-2, Genercl Headquerters, Southwost Pacifie .rez, the
lMoros werc under their own leesdors, but hed been paid by the US<I'FE
prior to the surrendor. Dut evon if they had not boen pezid, their
cctivities would not constitute a cleim

3
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for guerrille activitics, but rather would bu & clain for pey &s
lebor battelions in eiding the 8lst Division. Letter Order from
General Fort to Detu Kelsw, ordering him to teke commend of the
Blede Wespon Forces does not necosszrily prove thet the unit con-
tinued &s & well-orgenized unit., Tho Guerrilla Rosistence lioves
ment in the Philippines (extract as Incl 1) end lettor from Gol.
We Wo Fertig, (Incl 2) stete thet when the Jepanese invading
forees lended et Devao the Noro Force dissolved rapidly, end
thet the activities against the cnomy as clsimed by the Lenso
ifilitary Sector, after the surrender of the Blst Division were
not the esctivities of the Blade Wespon Units, but e gonersl and
spontancous uprising of the pecople. The records of the unit,
such =s Genercl Orders, 8-1 Reperts, znd S-2 Reperts, consist
primerily of promotion pspers of the members of the unit. Pro-
notions were msde periodicelly. Eech month nost officers were
pronoted to one higher rank,

co The unit wes not meinteined sstisfactorily in the
field in opposition to the enemy, for pricr to 27 May 1942 the
8lst Division, US~IFE, dominsted tho sres end subscquent to Sept
1942 the Meraneo Hilitia Forces of the 10th Militery District,
e rocognized guerrille crgenizetion of spproximstely 8,000 former
nembers from the clsiment Bolo Bettelions, deminsted the eroc,
Resistance sctivitics esgeinst the Jepesnese during the 3-nonths
pericd between these dctes consisted of cn uprising of the
people of Lenzo, and not in guerrille ectivity by the LIS, ¥D3U,
US:FIP, The statements of guerrillsz leeders, =s discussed in
perczgrephs 5i, 5j, 5k, indicate thet the Dolo Battelions wes not
naintzined sftcr the surrender of tho 8lst Division,

d. sctivities of the unit did not contribute naterislly
to the eventusl defest of the cnomy., The "Guerrills Nesistance
Hovenents of the Philippines", brings to the sttontion that the
Moros were neither & valusble glly ner ¢ dehgercus enemy. The
principzl cleim for rocognition by the LMS, FonU, US:FIP, is
based upon two locel bzttles with the Jepeness in September end
October 1942, The Diemaa Islem Unit, o bitter foo of Kslew,
under Dstu Dizmpuen, slsc cleims credit for thesc ongegenents, cs
indicated zbove end by inels. 2 cnd 3, written by individusls
heving personzl knowledge. These bsttles can not be zcecpted =s
the ectivities of this or sny other orgenized gucrrille unit,

The Leneo Militery Sector, FBBU, USiFIP, is thercfors clsinming
ectivities which were execcuted by the initiztive of & rescntful
end angered tribe, rcther then by their units,

e, 4 dofinite orgenizetion wss not ostcblished. Prior
to 27 Mey 1942, Detu Busren Kalzw wes zn intelligence sgent of
the 8lst Division, USiFTFE, and during the lstter nonths of the
scne yoer he beceme e nember of the Mersnco [ilitisz Force., Officers
end enlisted men of the Lenso Militery Sector, F2IU, LIS, lived
with their femilies end supported them by meens of normal civilien
pursuits throughout the cccupetion, Practiczlly ell of the batte-
lion comnanders end renking officers on the rester of
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this unit were msyors of the verious towns or held other politiccl
pesitions during the Jepenesc occupstion, The members of the unit
who were interviewed, with the exception of the lesders, could not
give their positions within the verious units snd most of them
steted thet there wes very little orgenizetion within the nnit.

f. sdequate records worc not meinteined, lenthly rostors,
cppointnent end promotion pepers, detod bock es fer cs 1942, vere
subnitted &s records; but sn exemineticn of these pepers showed
thet most of the monthly rosters were mede ot onc tine, using
cerbon pepers end lecving the dstes blenk, so that the date could
be plceed in later. Furthermore the psper used did not show tha
weer cnd tesr of psper thet had beon used sinco 1942,

ge Unit did not show sctisfeetorily continuity of ccti-
vity cnd orgcnizetion., Coloncl W, Vi Fortig, commending the 10th
liD, stotes thet this unit did nothing to stop the Jepznose (Sce
Incl 2) advance znd were norc hermful then helpful to the USAiE,
"The Guerrills Resistence Movement in the Philippines", supports
this statement of unsatisfactory continuity of sctivity end orgeni-
zetion by declaring thet the Koro forces dissolired rapidly after
the Japaneso leonded in Daveo. The unit could not show cny cone-
clusive supporting evidence which would sustain their clsins of
activity subsequent to the surrcnder of tho 8lst Division,

h, liembers of the unit did not doevote their entirc offort
to militery cctivitics in the field to the exclusion of normal
civilicn cccupztion znd femily obligstions, The members of the
unit helding politicsl positicns, such ss meyors, continued to ro-
neln in office during the Jepenese occupstion. i'he nembers of the
unit who werc common fermers cnd leborers continucd thoir normel
pursuits,

i. sttzched horcto, as inelosurc 2, is the first indorse-
ment, dated 15 Jenucry 1947, from Colonel Wendell Fertiy; in enswer
to lotter from this hosdqusrters requesting infornetion regerding
the Fighting Dlede VWespons Unit. Colonel Fertiz, formorly with
Genercl Fort, lcter beceme commending officer of the 10th ilitery
District, In his indorsement Colonel Fertiy cmphesizmed thet tho
Blade Veczpons Unit (clso known &s the Lenso Kilitcry Sector, FIBU,
USAFIP) did nething to stop the Jep edvance and contributed no-
thing tc the resistance prior to the surrender. He further strtos
thet the period from the surrender to the orgsnizstion of the
Marenzeo Militis Forces on December 1942 wzs ong of non-resisteance,
except for the resistence of = group of Horos under Keneclco Hene
delinco, whose nrme is not included £s one of the lecders of the
Lanzo Militery Sector, FDEU, US:FIP, wheress he is recognized =s the
rofimentel commender of the 127th Rejiment, IMF, 10th KD. Colonel
Fertig further ststos thzt the encounter between the Jepenese and
the lMoros wes ocezsioned by = generzl uprising of the people and
not by the Zlade Yecpons Units. Col. Fertig rccommends thet the
Blode Wezpon Units snd associcted units in the provinee of Lanco
be not recognizod,
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Je- st!&ched herewith s inclosurc 3, is ¢ memo to Lt
Col Sheftoe, former Chief of Guerrilla iffeirs Brench, from
Edward M. Kuder regerding the Bolo Battszlions under Busrsn Kelsw.
(It must be noted thet the "Dieme Islen" unit mentioned in his
report is not & pert of the Lenso Militery Sector, FBBU, UsiFIP)
lMre Kuder wes en fmericen educestor who had spent ycsrs educsting
the loros befors the wer end who lzter beceme Dirsctor of Civil
Affeirs for Lenco under Golenel W, W, Fertig, This menc indi-
cated thet the Lanso Militery Sector, FBBU, USiFIP, is ¢ ree-
keteering or;cnizction, which hsd inducted practicelly &ll of its
members into the unit during the yecrs 1945 ond 1946, end thet
the lesders have becn colloeting fecs from the members inducted,
Mre Kuder hes full knowledze of the cctivities of Lence, durdng
the occupstion, znd he rocommends thet this unit be refused recog-
nition completely.

k., & lottor "To Whom It Mgy Concern", from Genersl
Calixto Duque formerly Chief of Stzff, 8lst Division, (USAFFE),
and st present Deputy Chief of Steff, irmy of the Philippines, wes
prosented &s supporting evidence of Keleaw's sctivitlios, On inter-
viewing Generzl Dugue, he steted thst ho hed been with the 8lst
Division until the surronder and wes then priscner of wer in
Mindanso until Jenuery 1943. He ecknowledgos the cppointment of
Datu Busren Kzlew s specizl sgent of the G-2 Section €lst Divisioen,
but he dfid not know of cny of Kslow's cctivitics after tho sur-
ronder. He further stated thst the Moros of Lenso were very
destructive after the surrender of the 8lst Division, He csserted
thet the Moros hnd cimbushed some of the USAFIE membors of the 8lst
Division while thcy were esceping to the hills, He tlso claimed
thet there wes no crganization of the Moro pcople end thet they
were & zrest hindreonce to the people of Lenco, cspecislly the
Christians, for the lMoros had sttacked verious Christisn barrios,
had reped snd killed the inhcbitents cnd hed leoted houses.
Generzl Dugue hed hesrd of the defoat of the Jepenese at Teperean,
but he did not know how it wss zccomplished.

l, £in affidavit from Major Demincdor Grreis, fernmelly :£C
of 8, G-3, 8lst Infentry Division, US.FVE, wes forperded es ovidence
of the cxistence of the Bolo Battelicns. Wwhen interviewed, Hejor
Gareis stoted thet he knew nothing of the ictivities of Keclaw, or
the Bolo Dattclion, sfter the surrcnder of the 8lst Division,

M. Atteched hercwith ss inclosure 4, is ¢ confidenticl
roport from Operctive Number one, Intellizence Section, WFC, Pz,
Lengo Province, Operctive Number, Lt Mzniobe sgusm, & native of
Lanao =nd former member of ths Dolo Battclions, letor beeame =
menmber of the Maranso Militic Force, It is noted, that within the
report, Lt izusm brings out the feet thet efter the surrcnder of
the 81st Division, mony of the members of the Bolo 3ettclion be-
cene Collchorstors, infemous lootcrs, robbers, bendits, cte., while
others continued their normal pursuits, He further stctes thet
the rostor cnd orders submitted to this hecdguerters were cnte-
doted, end thet the cedre of the Dolo Brttzlien cro members of the
glrcedy recognized Meranao Iiilitia Forces.
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n. Datu Darangina Diampusm, a non-rocognized guerrilla
leader, who had operated in Lanao. claims that Detu Kalaw hed
never had an orgenized unit after the surrendor of the 8lst Divi-
sion, He further stated that Kaiaw is vsing the Bolo Battalion
28 & monoy-meking proposition, in that, he is charging the mem-
bers for their membership. Datu Darangina Diampuan else claims that
the loros of the former Bolo Battalion under Kalaw were more dos-
tructive during the Japaneso occupation than they were constructive.

0. It should be emphasized thet the Moros of Lanao were
organized ints the Maranso Filitis Forne, with a strength of
approximntely #,000 members. Tho Maraiao Militia Force was re-—
cognized wi 'ho 10%h Military District as part of the 108th
Division. dates of rocogniticn of the Maranao Militia Forco
were revised “ack to 16 Soptember 1942. Thig recognition and revi-
sion constituies adsquate and Just recognition of military services
the Moros of Lenao to the war effort.

P+ Nc usef.l purpose will be served by any further invess
tigation of this univ.

qe There are no individual mombors worthy of recogmition
with the exception of thosc already rezognized with the Maranho
Militia Force. Although soms casvaltios are claimed in the rosters,
it is 2ssumed that these cesualtics occvrred in ths general wup-
rising of the people, and not es mombers of an organized wnit.
These casualties or thoir heirs may continue to submit individual
reguest for casunlty recognition.

6, POLITICAL ASPECTS: lost of the leading figures in the sub-
mitted rosters arog political aspirants, indicating that the wnit
may be used to support theso politicians in their attempts to gain
office.

7. RECOMMENDATION: It is recommendad that the Lanao Military
Sector, Tighting Bolo Battalion Unit, United States Army Forces in
the Philippines, otherwise kmown as the Fighting Blade Waapons
Divisions be not favorably considered for recognition,

Rt 1 Wikl

ROBERT L. MORTON
Captain, Ord

See incls filed w/ Team Leader's
Beport in GAD,
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Extract of Guerrilla Hesistance Movements in the Philippines

Ihe Moros and the Meranso [iljtis Force: The lMoro pro-
blems on Mindanao havc long beecn = source of discontent and
unrest. The Moros arec & distinct Mchammedan group and are
found throughout the Sulus, along the southern coast of Zam~
boanga, the southern half of Lanao Province and across Cota-
bato to the Davao Gulf. The Meranao (Lenao) Moros arc per-~
haps the bravest, proudest and the most intelligent of the
Philippine Moro groups: Marenao (Lanao), Maguindsnzo (Cota=- '
bato) &nd the Tao-Sugs and Samals (Zamboanga and Sulu). In-
telligenee, cournge and pride, however, do not meke the Lanzo
Moro either a valueble zlly or a dengcrous c¢nemy. His intel-
digenee istmore ncanly 2Ly cunning, going hand in hand with
treachery. The Morec has ‘little respect for the Christian
Filipino and may always be zntegonistic towsrds him,

loro villeges erc smell, usually built up around a farm-
ing community, and the irhabitents are usuelly rcleted to
each other, . Whilc each’ community is loyal to its own leader,
the lcaders of these inter-relszted communitics form zs =sso-
clation end heve & group leader, or Datu, to whom all commu-
nity leaders ere loyal. For the past forty yeers Moros have
bcen under the control of the Philipoine Constabulary, but
most of the lioros remcmber thet they were once the absolute
rulers of their aress and were frce to rob and murder groups
less powerful than themselves, With any relsxing of police
authority many of them socon rcturn to their zncicnt customs
of robbery and murder, with loyalty only to their immediate
leaders.

To prevent bloodshed betwecn Moros and Christians, no

Moros were allowed to live on the north coast of Lanao and
nonc lived in Bukidnon. During the chaos following the sur-
rcender, Moros ecame down the north slopes of the Lanao hills
and began molesting the Christians, MNOKGAN's retaliatory
measures werc so violent, however, that the feelings of the
Moros were aroused more than cver, and it has been only with
considerable care that the support and neutrslity of the Mo-

' ros was maintained. In the Dinas vicinity of southern Zam-
boanga no Christizn dzres sect foot now as a result.

In January 1942, when it became evident that it would
be difficult if not impossible to stem the tide of the Japa-
hese invesion of the Philippines, Gen. FORT tried to bolster
the Mindanao Force by organizing and placing thousends of
Moros in holding defensive positions along key highways in
the southern part of Mindanso, He organized the Moro Bolo
Battalion, active young Moros ermecd with knives. The Moros
were under their own leaders but were paid by US4FFE. They
had 1little time for training and when the Japanese landed
in Davaoc, the Moro force dissolved rapidly. Many prominent
Moros were attached to this group and later became active
in guerrilla effairs in Lanzo and Cotabato.

Lt. Col, HEDGES began to organize the Moros in December
1942 - January 1943, He collccted most of the former members
of the Bolo Battalion and formed the Maranao Militia Force.
The early leaders of the Moros in guerrilla activities were:
MINDALANO, former member of the Bolo Battalion, a hot tem-
pered young Moro; Busran KALAW of Momunganj; Datu LAGUINDAB
of Ganassij Joseph SEZNGUILLA of Mumay and Medalumj and Datu
BUNTALIS of Masiu.

(Inecl 1)
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By late 1942 the Moros had collected @ fairly 1leTge€
number of weapons. Lfter the surrender they rensacked the
battlefields and waylaid civi nd former USAFFE soldiers
for weapons. 7The threat to the B zanization w2E
real. The efforts of Bu 3 v

Gonesei and many others | s into line 1s a mo-
numental tribute to thelir respect for the American people.
They were supported in their efforts by very small aliotments
of arms and supplics from the guerrilla head quarters Th
one time location of the District Headquarters in Lo
the presecnce of guerrilla Jeaders (such &s Tt cols
and Mr. KUDTR) who knew the Moros well, were fortunate 14

this copnectini.

For politd cal reasons the
tzined as a § + of it
pebly the

lowss

i, Hgq hupa , Lenao £f EU
courng ARUMPAC 36 1,538

126th Regt,
¢o: Haj. busran RALAW 118 1,124
127th hegt, ulit, now sic :ing Melabang

Co: Capt. Hanalao WINDALAND 73 788
128th Regt, MHF, now sie

¢0: uej. Anonngo BEGULINDE 100 951
129th hegty , riq Taraka, Lango 78 1,202
1st Prov. hesgt. 63 928
5nd Prov. Rezt. 58 ke
ond, 4th, 6th Btn Separate Bettalions U 1,470
5 gepesrate Companics L 07

Totel 397 F,841

Lt. Naguib GUANDY, Chinese-iloro mestizo and pre-we
yor of liz1abang, has been responsible for orgenizing
resistance south of lalabang on the Lanas GO28T.
tected the Christians and bas kept on good terms
panese to obtain supplies. KALAW &5 a native of 1
Lanao, wes mayor of lomungan =t oulhreak of the war
ex-provincial treasurer of Lanao. 15 an arsocist
MORGAN, and actively resisted the v gnece sirce Al
DALANO 1s an cx-school inspectol, clever and COUTages:
hot tempered. He was the first to fight the Japane
the UbALTT surrcndeT . ARUMPAC was mayor of Lumbate
a little politico, @ good manager end belongs %o th
order. BLGUINDAALT is populer as ODE of the first
rilla lesders. 3}

Copy reproduced - 15 Apr 47
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SUBJECT: "Blade Weapons Division®

TO The Commending General, AFWESFAC, APO 707. From Co. Wendell

W. Fertig, Det Pat Fitzsimons Gen Hospital, Denver 8, Colorado,

1. Corditions have not changed since T wrote my letter of 28
Mar 46, this game general subject, and I will reiterate the recommenda-
tion contained in tha* letter (Incl 3). Therefore in my opinion this
group is not entifled to recognition for any activities following the
orgenization of the 10th Military District on 16 Sept 42, 41l men who
assigted ny wnil after that date have been included in regular unit ros-
ters and duly recognized., Thus the Blade Wieapon units are entitled to
ne consideration except ior services rendercd between the date of their
organization (about Jan /2) and the date of 16 Sept 42,

2, That period comprisea two general but diverse phases. The
first covers the passive and active phase of the Mindanao campaign prior
to the surrender of General Fort and his forces on 29 Mey 42, During
the invesion period - April 30 = 4 May 42 - while I was actuelly with
General Fort, he placed great confidence in the help to be gained from
the Blade Weapon units which he had organized. This help wes not forth
coming, THEY DID NOTHING TO STOP THE JAF ADVANCE. When the debacle
followed after 4 Mey 42, the Moros engaged in wide scale looting, In
July 42, Lt Ccl Charles Smith, CE (then a civilian employee of the USED)
stated thet General Fort was forced to surrender since his reserve food
stores and ammunition had been locted by the Lanao Moros, From evidence,
which T believe was conclusive, the Blade Weapon units contributed
nothing toc the resistance cause during this first phase,

3. The second phase of inertia that extended from 29 Nay 42
until 16 Sept 42, was one of quietness except for the continued resig-
tance of Manalac Mandalinao (Now Representative from Lanac in the Phile
ippine Legislature) and his group in conjunction with that of Datu Aguam,
The Japs failed to win this group. In ivzust, a comrany of Japanaass
were wiped out on the east shore of Lake * ra0, trt Lhie was cone ¢
general uprising of the peoplec and not ny ke Elade weapons Undtc

4o CONCLUSION AND RECOMMENDATION- A carafm’l stydy of this
problem was made during he occupaticn pericd, aud G Litble evrd
dence that the Blade Wcnpon units contnil ¥
resistance movement., I*% is therefore
ted units in the province of Lanao be

. recognized.

Wendell W Fertig
Colonel CE

Copy Reproduced = 16 April 1947
. A /“ /‘
W‘(Q«Zmﬂ
PROTACIO CABIAO
1st Lt Inf,, AUS
Chief, Records Section

(Incl 2)
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Manila
9 June 1946

MEMO for Lts Col Shaftoe, Chief, Guerrilla Affairs Division,
AFWESPAC, on Lanao Guerrillas,

THE DIAMA ISIAM

This is an organization which deserves congjderable eredi’
for providing the big impetus that turned most of the Larao Loros
against the Jeps, /

I was ia Lerao, with' the Moros and the guerrilla moveme:ir:
from the momunt the Japs invaded Lanao, April 29-30, 1C:ic 1 ‘o
Sept 29, 19/3. T wes never in Japs hards, but had to5 l:752 lonno
Tor Australiu by submarine on Sept 29, 1943, due to i7ic:

Hence, although I did not see the fights the Di
up, in fact wes about 50 kilometers away, still I ! &
reperts of it within twe days afterwarc, and obseric:l how
province rang with the exrloit of Sept 12, 1942, and how the Noig:
were stirred up and inspired by it,

It is true there had been enocounters ard ambushes pricr
this, but this was the first big pitched battle. The spoe [0
which the Japs were overwhelmed and wiped out, all but ome moa,
made an enorimcus impression on everyone including the Jeps. Jur
Aintelligence at that time indicated that they asked for twg aivi-
sions fer Mindanao, one for Lanao alone and the otker for °
of the island, I do not think the Jap force was so Jlarge
Diama leaders claimed, for I checked the number of dead severa
times with people who counted the corpses at the time, The figire
"I get most often from them was 129 Japs, and some Filipinos, uscd. -
as cargadors by the Japs, who were eaught in the circle c¢f fi-a,
The Morcs did not bother to count. them, ;

After this disaster the Japs bombed the whole eagt ais
the Lake, where the fight occured (Tamparan) for nearly a ;i
using from 3 to 11 planes daily, other tried again in mid-uch.rer
1942, This time they came with around 500607 troops, in wiiis,
using the road around the north end of the lake,

of

They were again attacked by the Diama werriors and this %ime
did not try to stand their ground, but fled to a wooded hill, 1s3ing
some of their trucks in the procsss, At the hill, they were &l ic
to rally and hold off throagh attackers until the latter!s amm ai-
tion ran low, and until reinforcements came to enable them:to rstreat,
The Moros lost about 20 men in this fight and claimed heavy losses
for the Japs, but as the Japs carried them dead and wounded away, we
had to wait for our intelligence in Dansalan (Jap main garrison) to

Page 1 of Incl 3
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reports This report put the Jap total casualties at under a hundred,

But the Japs never came baek, and never again patrolled in the
interier of Lanao, although they maintained their garrison at Dansa-
lan by virtue of the highway to Iligan, and at Ganassi by means of
the Lake, from Dansalan,

Thus, within five months after Corregidor, the interier country
of Lanao was freed of the Japs end remained frec, This was a remarke-
able achievement and is due largely to the Diama Tslam,

Since tue Jeps never returned they had no more Tighting to do,
but dii guar3 the lale +o rrevent supplies from reaching the Japs,
was solf-supporting in the way of food, guns
ts membors found economic pressure too strong
¢ Il mnao Jilitia Force under Col, Fertig, scme menths
later, for the sak¥o of bouvter Fay and supply,

Fride,
then to something of a hee guard organization,

rerhaps misplaced, kept the others from Joining and held

Yet, it must not be forgotten that they battled and best the
Japs before Tertig even sterted, and 1t must also be realiged that
had it not been for the beatings and fight they gave the Japs,
Tertig!s initially puny organizetion weuld in all likelihc~d have
been crushed,

The Diama Islam rendered a real service.

Their leader claims 4,599 men on his roll. Ferson.!
this is greatly exaggerated. I don't believe they could i
have more then 2000 men, This Jibes well with the populs
for that arca, but, knowing as I do how factional the Mo uo
among themgelves, I would exemino even that figure with can’ 0.

I belielo the Diame Islam is cntitled %o some recogriiim aftor
carcful investigation,

The Belo Battalion, under Dusram Kalaw

I understanrd this outfit claims 40,000 nembers. If such is
their claim it is the wildest fabricetion, Tae "seat! of this orga-
nization wes in the area aleng the Darasalan 1, ligan raad, If i+ ad
40,000 members why could it mnever cloco thal wcad, nor take the Jap
outpost of 20 men guarding the Fantas bridge, whei, betweon 1000 and
2000 Diama Islem could beat the Japs sc badiy in +53 Diamals home
territory?

Page 2 of Inel 3
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Busran Kalaw, the Bolo Battalion leader, may claim credit for
the Diama Islanm's exploit at Tamparan. It mey be true thet he was
there, but his back was to the Japs, and it was in trying to over-
take him that the Japs ran inte the Diama., ° Sl %

Busran never got closer then 5 kms to the Japs, and I never
saw him with as many as 200 men, although T saw him a dozen of times
during the guerrilla times,

There was & real Bolo Battalion organized by General Fort be-
fore the Japs came, April 29-30, 1942, but it never exceeded 5,000
pmen and virtually all of these joined the MMF under Fertig.

After Fort's surrender, to give him credit, Busran Kalaw
tried to stir up resistance against the Japs, but he had a follow-
ing only in his own arca, Baluy, the thinnest populated area of
Lanzo, He could not possibly have had one thousand mon.

It was not until late 1945 and now in 1946 that so many mem-
bers were "enlisted" in their outfit, It has much racketeering in
it, with contributions collected from the members to pay for pre=-
paring rosters, giving birthday or baptismal presents to its leaders
and their children, sale of "commisions" etc, &s it stands now it
is 99% fake., One of its officerg a "major" or "Lt, Col." Buleg
Mangobara, was actually a dog of the Japanese and guided their pat-
rols.

T would turn this outfit down, cold and completoly.

Respectfully submitted,

/a/ Edward M., Kuder
Actg, Div, Supt, of Schools for Lanao
ex-Dircctor of Civil Affairs for Lanao under
Col W, W, Fertig

Copy Reproduced - 24 April 1947

) ANy s i
g e i )
G e, it
FHOTACTO CABIEO

1st Lt Inf,., 40S

Chicf, Records Section

Page 3 of Incl 3
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LEN.C PROVINOE
MILITLRY POLICE CCHMiND P
Intelligence Section

APO 159
12 ipr L6

Subjoct: Bolo Bettalion, History of (Lanso Province)

0 : FPM, Lanao Prov, NEG, PA - 420 159

Fairly rolisble if not very eccurate story cf the history of the
Moro Folo Dotislion organization in Lanzo, is hore, submitted by this
section not for jealeusy nnor selfishness, neither for eggrandizement,
but as 1intell ig setion of the jgency of thc govermment, it will
ir sorme how dissipete any chadow of doutt on the port of the Fhilippine
Govt ruch the Tnited Stctec. Thie story will not only help clesnr the
doubts of LFAFSPLC, but will in one way guide L¥WESPAC to roCOmpPEeNse
Justly the very patriots.

Some vhere in the later pert of Docember 1941, letters from the
Provineiel Governor werc scnt to all Municipel and lunicipel District
Hayors urging each Meyor to organize in their own districts, Voluntoocr
Guards. To give more inspirstion and incentives to accomplish result
to the meximum the order wes propegendized thru out Lanao, that this
Volunteer Guards is cnuncisted by the most Pilinino beloved Lete Presi-
dent Venuel L. Quezon. The Volunteer Guard was very successful,

Then and efterwerd some where in the earlier pert rof February 1942,
if not Janvery 1942, Brig Gen Guy O Fort, CO of the 8lst Division
(USAFFE) stationed in Lanao Province suthorized the organization of the
Bolo Battalion. He himself (Gen Fort) teing & good and sincere friend
to the lieransws for many years went around the Moro villages stressing
or the impertence of Loyalty to the gov't one owes en allegiance. He
hinself (Ger Fort) witnessed and even sworned before the Koren (Sccred
Mohemmedsn Rible) with meny lesding Datus thet they being merbers of the
Bolo Battelion will, in sll meens resist the enemy, the Japanese, and
oven sworned that they (Detus) will never surrender to the Japanese if
in case the Jeponese might succeed vanquishing the USLFFE, Again Moyor-.
(District Moyors) were made immediate lenders of their respective districts.
leny Mayors £nd Datus were given shot guns and even spring-f'ield rifles
Cel 30 ML to give them more interest in leading their own people. In the
months of March end fpril, 1642, Vayors especiglly of Watu, Tugaye,
Eecolod, Mzdelim, Vcemba, Genzssi, Pucles, Teterikan, and Pinidayan were
cech given seven deye to guard at Barorao beach, at Malabang, Lenao to
weteh ard report immedintely any sign of Jcpanese ships seen on the
Liliana Boy. This was by rotetion., Even tozchers headed by their District
supervisor werc one time voluntcered to gusrd azt Barorao.

So far, every Mayor, was allowed fifty (50) companions, Thoy were
being trersportod there by ‘frmy Trucks purposely designated for usc of the
Belo Battalion, Officers in the US/FTE essigned by Gen Fort to inspect
end guide the Moro Rolo Bettalion werc Mejor Suarez now Golonel, he is
somewhere in Sulu, 1st Lieut. Memarinta Lao, now Cept, Commsnding the 64th
MP Co, Lanso Prov, MPC, P4, 3d Lt Mohomad pli Dimaporo_neW I§t=Licut, Con-
manding the 6Sth MP Co, Lemeo Prov, MFG, Pi, 3d Lt SQﬁtGS/inpééiﬁab now
in the 5th Repl Bn end 2d Lt Mentoyen Baoyolen; Thp?e,cfﬁigargy@erui
do not know even the number of the Belo Bcttciionjthat Oithey v
handing the crgenization, Mejor Gebael that time wéggyﬁ . 0D, o
certificate of en individusl recommended by the Disirm%§$ﬁyxégbt0 b
menber of $he Enlo Bottelion. AN °4ﬁ%§?
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N\

il =
(& THales )




{ DECLASSIFIED
L Authorit, pl 231048 ’ .
History of Bolo En, Cont'd

Now figuring end comparativelr speeking there are 33 Municipal
Districts in the province of Lenec and not €11 sctively organized the
memberships fer the Bolo Battalion., Let us tako for grented that the
33 municipel districts did actively in the organization of the Bolo
Battalion end again let us not count that every district Mayer hed their
fifty memberships, let us even make it 100 for ecach Nayor or let us put
it for 200 or 300 which is really not the truth, then of the 33 Mayors
there will be let us scy 300 for cach, thus there were 9,900 membors.
Now granting thst therc were 9,900 Bolo Eettelion, but during the
Japansse irvasion betwoen Falsbeng end Genassi there were roughly 60 Xoro
Bolo Battalinn members prosent, Mayor Smarez hed g persanal knowledge
of this mmpber for he was with them thet night of Nay, 1st 1942,

Agein when the [EAFFE in Lanso surrendered to the Jepanes on the
later parc of May 1942 of this rough estimete of 9,900 Bolo Battelion
some of them continued to resist the enemy celled loyal end patriots
afraid of the Korgan, some went to the Japanese as Collaborators, some
of therm beceme famous looters, robters, Army murderers, bandits, kid-
neprers of Christions and Sukanon on the eastern part of Zambosnge, some
went es active traffickers of whito slavery end while fey stayed further
Japanese garriscns and devoted on farming. This was the truth of where
the Polo Battelion went end what each did,

These few who went to the mountoins continued resisted the enemy did
something very eplendid in stirring the minds of the Lenao loro Public
to mention scme of them, there were Dagth Busran of Belo-i, Datu Msnalao
Mindzlanso of Uys=en, and Lumbs tan, Sultan se Ganassi the lato Aguam
Dpetuen, the late Datu Leguindeb a1l Genassi, Detu Ansnggo Eapindali or
Famsin, Datu Beod of Pagelogan, Detu Malamit Umpa of Kepategen end some
few Dotus of Temporan Districts. Thesc Datus mentionsd above really did
something in erousing the peopls of Lanso. This was more then 3 months
before the orgenization of the 10th ¥D urder Col Fertig wes orgenized and
more than é months before the organization of the 108th Division undcr
Col Hedges. It is further stated thet at Tamperan Districts -fter the
Terparan ineident of Septembor 12, 1942 vwhen Japencse patrol was wiped out
entirely there wes one group there ealled Dieme Islam who really TFought
the Jepanese and until now they ore intsct nor they were recognized as
guerrillas, ‘

become & pert of the United States £rmy &nd whatever previliges given or
due to American soldiers end officers, they arc slso ontitled, This goes
to say that the Loyel Bolo Battelion that remoined in the mountains became
the nucleus of the Lammo Guerrilleros, /lmost 95% of the Bolo Battalion
beceme the Lonso Guerrilleros under the 108th Division who were long time
procossed by the 8th irmy. The only outfit that did not submit for pro-
cessing becsuse they were not recognized vas the Disme Islam,

Last ey 1945, Mayor Navarro, Inspector General of the 10th D had &
complete end correct list of the Meranao Guerrilleros., He got more than
8,000 mon both officers and EM. This was the whole MF (Mranaw Nilitis
Force) alreedy recognized by the 2th Army cince 17 4pril 45. This story
is spesking of the real compsrison and e truth thot of the more than |
8,000 Marznaos recognized guerrillercs which then 95% or 90% of them were
the members of the Bolo Pottelion could be considered Bolo Bn members
from February 1942 up to the time they were inducted %o the USFIP by the
108th Division, Now meke it 9000 snd estimate the Disms Islom make them
3,000 the highest estimate that mill only bring 12,000, MNow for the
Christian Guerrilleros of Lanac make them 4,000 or swre and Lanso will
have about 17,000,

-
( Inol 4 )
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The Christian Guerrillsros genuincd at that orgenized bty Morgen ere
fot counted here

To give mere support for this story Mr. Edward M. Kuder the only
American with the Meranawsg in the mountains in 1942 can slso be asked.

However, for the present submitted strength of Bolo Pattalion to
the AFESPAC therc wore those nemes found in the defunct 108th Division
for thoy werc either officore or EM in that outfit, i

OPERATIVE
#1

P. S.

Anti dated rostere ard orders, framed up reports and aztatements
and entering nanes in the 1245 submitted Bolo Bn, Rosters are mostly
in the rosters of the MF now in the files of the defunct 108th Division,
10th MD, Great Anomally,

Note Operative #1 is:

Lt Manioba fLguam
Dept of Interior
City Hell, Manila, P.I.

Copy Reproduced: 15 iarch 47
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INITTAL, ROSTER OF OFFICERS AND TRO0PS

COMBAT Co. WESTWRN LANAQ TROOP :TOVEETINT T
tnit] |, (Organization)

Uatu, Lanao
{Statidn)
7 Juno'43

Hidnigr
(Dettie

) ’ : \
The foldowing rostor consisting of (5)five shcots contains

the naues of all officers and L/M of this unit/Orsanization/ who
roported and wore accepted for services on the above. date.

Unloss otherwise sBt opposite his nane cech © and E/M whoso
nane appears heroon is prosent ing the station on the above date,
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